The Council for Near Infrared Spectroscopy (CNIRS) is a community of dedicated scientists from across disciplines and geographies, who commit to disseminating scientific knowledge about the field of diffuse reflectance. Through our members, our partnerships with other scientific organizations, and our networks of experts, the CNIRS has the capacity to bring together and integrate scientific excellence for the advancement of science.
Our mission
The CNIRS aims to advance and disseminate knowledge and information about the art and science of near infrared (NIR) spectroscopy and other allied sciences.
Our conference activities
At the International Diffuse Reflectance Conference (IDRC), also known as the ''Chambersburg Conference,'' the CNIRS sponsors technical sessions along with other activities for learning and sharing . Short course: For new and experienced conferees on the essential principles on near-infrared spectroscopy. . Poster session: A platform to present your research and interact with experienced professionals. . Chemometrics shootout: To test your modeling skills against some of the best in the field on the analysis of a set of data according to a set of rules and objectives.
Our awards
To recognize and reward the talents of outstanding scientists and engage them in the IDRC, several awards are available for young scientists:
-IDRC Travel Awards: It supports students and young scientists, who might otherwise be unable to attend the Conference. Individuals selected for support are expected to submit a poster of their work in the Poster Session of the conference. -Young Scientist Award, sponsored by Avian Technologies LLC, is dedicated to young scientists, who worked during their diploma or doctoral thesis in the field of diffuse reflectance research achieving outstanding results. Participants are encouraged to submit results of work in the field of NIR which open up or represent new applications of NIR spectroscopy. -The Gerald S. Birth Award, conferred every two years for an outstanding publication describing innovation in diffuse reflectance or diffuse transmittance spectroscopy, is administered by the CNIRS in memory of Gerald Birth.
The future
As president-elected of the CNIRS, I will work with the Board in support of science and substantive exchanges on emerging scientific issues. It is also our goal to attract new talents and nourish the future professional generations while working together to take NIR technology to the next level.
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